
 

THE PARISH CONNECTION 
February 2025 

A Community of Faith, Inspired by Christ, Gathered to Grow, Empowered to Serve. 

 
Lectionary Readings 

 
FEB 02 | 4th Sunday after the Epiphany (Green) 
Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-6 (UMH 794) 
1 Cor 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 
  
FEB 09 | 5th Sunday after the Epiphany; 
Scouting Sunday (Green) 
Isa 6:1-8, 9-13; Ps 138 (UMH 853); 
1 Cor 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 
  
FEB 16 | 6th Sunday after the Epiphany (Green) 
Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1 (UMH 738); 
1 Cor 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26 
  
FEB 23 | 7th Sunday after the Epiphany (Green) 
Gen 45:3-11, 15; Ps 37:1-11, 39-40 (UMH 772); 
1 Cor 15:35-38, 42-50; Luke 6:27-38 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS: 
 
Joys—Ruth sister’s Phyllis’ 103rd birthday 
Epiphany, Beautiful Winter of Wisconsin, Snow, 
 
Concerns— Stryder, Meghan, Seth Cain, John 
Buhr, Georgia Leverty, Lexi, Ruth, all 
countries with wars, Gaza–especially the 
children, Jamie, Todd, Ardys, Edison, Betty, Mary, 
Libby, Julie, Gloria, Holly, Barb’s family, Lori, 
Harry, Elaine Bannink, Terry, LeRoy & Barb, 
Debbie Stevens, Penny Warner, Bev’s boys, 
Larry, Vicki, Mary K, Gary, Bourne, Paula, Carol, 
Deb, Adam, Sheldon, Norovirus, fire victims in 
California,migrants, immigrants, and refugees 
under the threat of forced deportation, and fires 
in California, Scott, Lexi, aircraft crash victims & 
families 
 
Remembering—Family and friends of Royce 
Austinson and Bill Millermon 
 
 

 
During winter, when harsh weather comes 
due to too low temperatures or heavy snow 
and each church decides to close, we will 
have a Zoom worship at 10 a.m. 

 
Zoom: Please use the following information to 
join us on Sundays for worship at 8:30 a.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88613652777?pwd=Ul
paSVhGN0g1Qnc3VDV5T0Jhci83UT09 
Meeting ID: 886 1365 2777    Passcode: 421072 

Willow River Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/Willow-River-Parish-1
03076225619623/. Please send any information 
you would like posted to Heather Greene 
mr.mrs.greene5@gmail.com or Gail Kuhl 
kuhlg@cltcomm.net 

 
Love for our Troops: This year we are sending 
gift cards, which will be included in a thank-you 
card. Monetary donations would be appreciated 
to cover the cost of the items and postage. If you 
know someone who is in the service call Linda 
Jurisch, 715-263-2288. These personnel should 
be from the Clear Lake, Clayton, Reeve, Forest 
and Deer Park areas.  Please send donations 
during Jan & Feb to: LouAnn Hansen, 471 7th 
Avenue, Clear Lake, WI  54005.  Checks can be 
made out to VFW Auxiliary.

 
Lenten Schedule 

 
Mar 5 Faith Family - Ash Wed 
Mar 12 Deer Park 
Mar 19 Clear Lake 
Mar 26 Faith Family 
April 2 Clear Lake 
April 9 Deer Park  
April 17 Faith Family - Maundy Thurs 
April 18 Covenant Clear Lake - Good Friday 
Service ecumenical 
April 20 Easter 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88613652777?pwd=UlpaSVhGN0g1Qnc3VDV5T0Jhci83UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88613652777?pwd=UlpaSVhGN0g1Qnc3VDV5T0Jhci83UT09
https://www.facebook.com/Willow-River-Parish-103076225619623/
https://www.facebook.com/Willow-River-Parish-103076225619623/
mailto:mr.mrs.greene5@gmail.com
mailto:kuhlg@cltcomm.net


 

February Birthdays 
 

Nathan Thompson​ ​ ​ 2/05 
Ron Boe​ ​ ​ ​ 2/05 
Laura Drinkman​ ​ ​ 2/09 
Ruth Severson​ ​ ​ 2/16 
Catherine Benoy​ ​ ​ 2/17 
Debbie Stevens​ ​ ​ 2/21 
John Koerper​​ ​ ​ 2/24 
Bernice Goodrich​ ​ ​ 2/25 
Brandon Pederson ​ ​ ​ 2/25 
Justin Wood​ ​ ​ ​ 2/26 

 
Ruby’s Pantry distributes food at Pop-Up Pantry 
locations across MN & WI. There is no income or 
residency requirement and for a $25 bundle 
donation you will receive an abundance of 
groceries. One food distribution will take place 
February 8th in the SMC LTD parking lot at 
9000 Griffin Street E in Amery. This is a 
drive-thru distribution from 7:30 am to 9:00 am. 
Volunteers are greatly appreciated and should 
arrive at 6:45 am. If you would like to volunteer 
or if you would like more information, please 
contact 715-268-7390 or email 
office.ameryucc@gmail.com. 
Another Ruby’s Pantry location is: 1245 County 
Highway CC, New Richmond, Wisconsin 54017, 
which distributes on the 3rd Thursday of the 
Month. Registration begins at 5:00 PM. Food 
bundles available 5:00-7:00 PM. Hosted by: 
Faith Community Church. Check out their 
website www.rubyspantry.org to find a location 
and time that works for you. 

 
 
UMC Special Sundays:  Listed below are the 
special Sundays for 2025.  Donation envelopes 
will be at the back of the churches. 
 
●​ UMCOR Sunday ~ March 30 
●​ Native American Ministries Sunday ~ May 4 
●​ Peace with Justice Sunday ~ June 15 
●​ World Communion Sunday ~ October 5 
●​ United Methodist Student  ~ November 30 

 
 
 

March Newsletter Deadline is Feb. 25th
 

 

WORSHIP MINISTRIES 
 
Clear Lake 
Feb 2nd​ Reader: John Koerper 
​ Acolyte/PwrPt: Jordan Blanchard 
​ ​ Potluck: Gail Kuhl 
 
Feb 9th   ​ Reader: Diane Blanchard 
​ Acolyte/PwrPt:  Lily Avery 
​ ​ Coffee:  Dawn Cress 
 
Feb 16th​ Reader: Dawn Cress 
​ Acolyte/PwrPt: Oliver Wood 
​ ​ Coffee:  Roger & Carla 
 
Feb 23rd ​ Reader: Debi Ahrens 
​ Acolyte/PwrPt: Oliver Gorres 
​ ​ Coffee:  Debi Ahrens 
 
March 2nd​ Reader: John Koerper 
​ Acolyte/PwrPt:  Ben Avery Jr 
​ ​ Potluck: John & Stacia 
​ ​  
Counters for February:  Debi & Dawn 
Counters for March:  Linda & Diane 
 
Faith Family 
Feb 2nd ​ Debbie Stevens​  
Feb 9th  ​ Michael Clark 
Feb 16th​ Paul Webster 
Feb 23rd​ Terri Wilson 
Mar 2nd​ Debbie Stevens 

 
 

Deer Park UMC News 

 
Send Offering to: Janice Thompson, 110 North 
Street E, Deer Park, WI  54007 

Noisy Can--1st Quarter to Various Charities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rubyspantry.org/


 

Dear WRP Family, 

May the peace and comfort of the Lord be with you during this 
season of Epiphany. 

During the season of Epiphany, through the lectionary readings, we read and hear various biblical texts 
that reveal the purpose of Jesus coming to this earth as the Christ. Epiphany begins with the story of the 
baby Jesus born in Bethlehem and the three Magi from foreign lands who came to worship Him. 

He came to us not in the brightness of day but in the darkness of night. He came to us not in the body of a 
strong, heroic man but in the fragile body of a baby. He was born not in Jerusalem, the center of power, 
but in Bethlehem, a place where the poor gathered, and even in the humblest of settings—a manger in a 
stable. When He entered Jerusalem, He rode not on a mighty horse but on a small, humble donkey. He 
endured all the suffering that humanity could experience and died on the cross. 

Through His life, from His birth to His death, Christ made it clear to us that He came to this earth for the 
poor, the sick, the marginalized, the weak, and the oppressed. 

During this season of Epiphany, when such messages are proclaimed, the Council of Bishops sent a 
pastoral letter to all churches. Our Bishop Schwerin requested that this letter be read in all churches in 
Wisconsin. In response to the bishop’s request, I shared the letter with the leaders of each church in our 
parish. In the process, I learned that there are diverse opinions within our churches, and some may feel 
hurt by the letter. Therefore, as an alternative, our parish shared only a portion of the letter during worship. 
To honor your right to know, I am sharing both the Council of Bishops’ letter and our bishop’s letter in this 
newsletter. 

The letter from the Council of Bishops mentioned the name of a specific political figure, and because of 
this, there was a possibility that the letter, rather than fulfilling its original purpose and intent, could foster 
division and sadness within our parish. Therefore, some expressions in the letter shared in this newsletter 
have been modified. The original text can be easily found on our Conference website. 

I understand that some of you may feel uncomfortable, attacked, or that the letter is too political when you 
read it. However, the letter is not intended to attack you, nor does it disrespect your diverse political 
opinions. One of the duties of the church is to raise a prophetic voice that is not biased toward politics but 
includes God’s will to stand with the poor and the oppressed. In the Bible, Amos, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micah, 
Hosea, Zechariah, Malachi, Ezekiel, Nahum, Habakkuk, John the Baptist, and even Jesus raised 
prophetic voices during their lifetimes. 

I, too, have read the letter multiple times. As a result, I understood its message as a declaration that the 
United Methodist Church, in accordance with God’s will, welcomes and stands with the poor, the weak, 
the marginalized, and the oppressed as our neighbors. 

I am not sure what experiences you have had with immigrants, especially those from Central and South 
America who have come to the United States. Personally, I have seen them working hard in restaurants, 
farms, and construction sites, offering their labor. 

And, as most of you now know, I came to California and then here from Korea in response to God’s 
calling. To continue responding to that calling and serving churches, I needed a green card and went 
through the process. Those who started their ministry in Wisconsin a year before me received their green 
cards without significant issues. However, two years ago, immigration laws suddenly changed, and about 
five years’ worth of green card applications from juveniles from Central and South America were placed 
ahead of mine, causing significant delays in my green card process. With my current visa, I do not have 
enough time to wait, and I have been experiencing great difficulty and anxiety about the future. I am still 
praying for this situation. 

Thus, the letter from the Council of Bishops, along with the social climate, has stirred many thoughts and 
complex emotions within me. However, as a Christian and a pastor, I am reminded in my conscience to 



 

give thanks to God, who has safely guided me and my family thus far, rather than blaming or resenting 
anyone. Resentment and blame are not what God desires. I see my situation as an unexpected accident, 
just as we cannot know what will happen tomorrow. Therefore, I pray for my situation and for the safety 
and peace of those currently facing difficulties related to immigration. Among them, there may be those 
who have committed crimes, but I cannot agree with labeling them all as criminals. 

During the pandemic, COVID-19 was once called the “Chinese virus.” However, the ones who were 
actually harmed and became targets of anger because of this name were not the Chinese in China but all 
Asians, especially children, women, and the elderly, who had already put down roots and lived in the U.S. 
long before the pandemic. 

I pray that our society, community, and church will not be divided by social prejudices or stereotypes. God 
is a God of love, who reconciles, unites, and brings us together as one; therefore, division and violence 
can never be God’s will and cannot be justified under any circumstances. 

I hope that during our temporary stay on this earth before returning to God, we will choose to love rather 
than harbor anger. The purpose and reason God has called us all is solely love. 

Beloved WRP family, love. Love God and love your neighbors. This is the command God has given us. 

Love,​
Pastor Hakki 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Willow River Parish Youth  
 
Youth and family went snow tubing at Trollhaugen from 2-4 pm on Sunday, January 26th.  The weather 
was nice and sunny.  A great time was had by all! 
 
Next event is movie night on Saturday, March 1st. 

 



 
Welcome the Strangers Among Us: “I was a stranger and you welcomed me . . .” (Matt. 25:35) 

There are many images in scripture for the life of faith: the body of Christ (I Cor. 12), the household of God (I 
Peter), and the vine (John 15). While John Wesley taught that our life of faith entails personal holiness, he also 
helped us understand that our life together is one of social holiness. A pastoral letter from the United Methodist 
Council of Bishops, “Beloved Community: An Antidote to Extremism” (Sept. 19, 2024), reminds us that love of 
God inevitably leads to love of neighbor. It is that love that causes me to seek your prayers and faithfulness.​
​
While I support the legitimate efforts of law enforcement to protect the safety and security of our communities, I 
also support ordinances and statutes that protect the rights of immigrants in Illinois and Wisconsin.​
​
Paragraph 163 of The 2020/2024 Book of Discipline says that “we affirm that every form of government stands 
under God's judgment and must therefore be held accountable for protecting the innocent, guaranteeing basic 
freedoms and liberties, protecting the natural world, and establishing just, equitable, and sustainable 
economies.”​
​
Insofar as the scripture calls us more than 35 times to love the stranger, I call us to stand with nonviolent 
migrants, immigrants, and refugees in this country, who live in the shadows of society in a state of perpetual 
fear. I prayerfully ask us to reject the measure of mass deportations and consider families that include citizens 
and noncitizens, parents and children, who must not be separated from each other. A recent Council of 
Bishops letter, “Addressing the Plight of Migrants, Immigrants, and Refugees” (Dec. 18, 2024), states that “they 
are our neighbors, our friends, and members and pastors of our churches.”​
​
I reject the needless provocation of Chicago as a stated ground zero for a mass deportation effort. I call on 
federal and state governments to work out bipartisan, comprehensive immigration reform that will solve our 
issues and provide healing for the nation.​
​
At other times in our history, whether it be the Trail of Tears, the Japanese detention centers, or the legacy of 
slavery, when the United States government has moved or restricted a mass of people, a tragic loss of life and 
generational cycles of harm result. The tool of mass deportation is not necessary and is abhorrent to followers 
of a nonviolent Jesus.​
​
Once again, please pray for the migrants, immigrants, and refugees among us and welcome them with the 
fullness of Christian love, remembering that as we welcome these our brothers and sisters, we welcome Jesus 
our Lord.  Thank you. Peace,​
  ​
Daniel W. Schwerin, Bishop​
Northern Illinois-Wisconsin Area​
The United Methodist Church 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Clear Lake UMC News 
●​ Coffee and pot luck BEFORE church at 10:15 
●​ Potluck-1st Sunday of each month BEFORE 

church. 
●​ Food shelf donations any Sunday 

 
Send Offering to: Josy Wood, 260 40th Avenue, 
Clear Lake, WI  540045  

 
CL Noisy Cans: 1st qtr.- Lifeline Food Pantry 
2nd Qtr-Clear Lake Community Center 
3rd Qtr.- Family House (Polk/Barron Shelter) 
4th Qtr- Salvation Army 
 
________________________________________
Shop with RaiseRight (formerly Scrip):  If you 
want to place a Raise Right order, please contact 

Andrea Jilek 263-2575.  Nilssen's gift cards can 
be ordered at any time, too. 

 
Clear Lake Church Cancellations: Winter is 
fast approaching; in the event of bad weather, 
please contact Roger Blanchard 715-263-2690 or 
715-607-4246 to find out if worship services are 
canceled. 

 
Clear Lake Sunday School is trying something 
new this year- "Bible in a Binder”, Kids can come 
into church and grab a binder and work on it after 
the children’s sermon. The scripture for the day 
will be reinforced with what they find in the 
binder. 
February Mid week evening on Wed. Feb. 12th 
from 3:30-5:00. We’ll have snacks and work on 
Valentine treats and cards.  



 

CL  MIA (Methodists In Action) 
Donations of hats, gloves of any size or, 
one-size-fits-all.  Wednesday, February 19th after 
school (meet at church). Location TBD. 

 
Dorcas Piecemakers Work Days: On Monday, 
February 3rd we will meet at Irma’s for lunch at 
noon and then sew from 1-3. On Monday, 
February 17th we will meet from 1:00 -3:00 to 
sew. All are welcome to join us! 
_________________________________________ 
Bell Choir: Back at practice now for spring 
concert and CL Community Center music night 
opening act in June. 

 
Family House Shelter-Polk/Barron News 
Whoever would like to donate bars/cookies for a 
sweet treat to send with meals would be 
appreciated.  We will send all of the food in 
February to help with meals. We purchased 10 
lbs of ground beef  and made meals at church 
that are all in the freezer for pick up when we add 
some treats. Thanks all, we had a fun day 
cooking and then sewing.  

  
United Women in Faith January Minutes 
Sec Report/Treasurer's Report $1,088.48  
Old Business: 
1. Tore down Polk/Barron County old nursing 
home it was going to be a homeless shelter it 
didn't pass inspection. 
2. Nice visit with Arlene Althoff. 
3. Potato&Cookie, Rosette Sale-Dec made 
before expenses $2,773.00; Profit $2,105.09. 
$210 to Umcor. 
4. Election Meal and Thrift Sale combined 
$1,000.00 to church and the rest split between 
UWF and Dorcus Piecemakers.  
New Business: 
1.A Lunch Feb 8 At CLACC cafeteria. Potato and 
coffee or water $10, Bars $1. 
2. 150th Anniversary of the Clear Lake Methodist 
Church in 2026. Rebuilt in 1879. To discuss later. 
3. Hire cleaner for church. Check with Domestic 
Divas to see the cost then determine how often 
to clean. We will clean out some things before. 
Please come and help on  Feb 12 & 26 at 10:00. 
4. PLANS FOR UWF for 2025, there may be 
some additions later. 
FEBRUARY. 8, Lunch at CLACC, 12 & 26 clear 
out things at church and history work. 
APRIL 9 Bingo at Amery Memory Care, arrive at 
1:15 Bingo at 1:30, Joan Lemon Cake, treats for 
prizes. 

APRIL 24 & 25 Spring Thrift Sale   26th Spring 
UWF Enrichment Meeting. 
JUNE 11 Bingo at Golden Age Manor, arrive 
1:00, Bingo 1:30 Joan and Linda Strawberry 
Shortcake. prizes potato chips, cheeseballs, 
popcorn and things from the Dollar Store. 
JUNE  27, 28, 29 Clear Lake Days 
SEPTEMBER 9 Bingo at Willow Ridge arrive 
1:45, Bingo 2:00, Linda Pumpkin Bars, treats for 
prizes  
SEPTEMBER 25 & 26 Fall Thrift Sale 
DECEMBER 10 UWF Christmas Party Place Tbd 
DECEMBER 12 Potato, Cookie and Rosette Sale 
 
Betty Rake is our New Treasurer. Linda Jurisch is 
our new Secretary 

Submitted by Linda Jurisch 
 

CL UMC January Ad Council Minutes 
Old Business:  
1.     MIA (Methodists in Action) was a success. 
The next event will be gloves and hats, date, time 
and location to be determined.  
New Business:  
1.     Noisy can distribution  
1st - food shelf; 2nd - Community Center; 3rd  - 
Polk Barron Family House; 4th- Salvation Army  
2.     The UWF will choose the mission for the 
10% from the Cookie Sale. 
3.     We will be serving Stuffed Baked potatoes 
at the Winter Marked February 8, 2025 from 9 - 
1. There will be sign-up sheets for workers soon. 
4.     Roger is asking input from everyone for the 
agenda for the Ad Board meetings. Please come 
to the meeting or give your concerns to someone 
that attends the meetings so all issues may be 
addressed. 
5.     Calling all men! Discussed starting a Men's 
Group. The first meeting will be a breakfast. 
Time, date and location to be determined. Come 
and check it out. 
6.     Josy will order a new Christ Candle for the 
altar.  
Pastor's Notes: 
1.     Ash Wednesday is March 5, 2025. Planning 
on having a Soup and Sandwich Supper. 
2.     Pastor Hakki is preparing for his Ordination. 
He will have his interview in  February.  
3.     Pastor Hakki is planning on going on 
vacation at the end of February. 
  

Next meeting February 5, 2025 at 4:00 PM. 
  

 



 

Faith Family Church News: 

Ad. Board Update:  

Song: Abide with Us, Pastor led prayer.  

Discussed:  

-Pancake Breakfast: April 13th 9-1pm with a Palm 

Sunday service on Saturday April 12th at 5:00pm. Set up 

for the breakfast at 4:00pm.  

- Microphone: Heather is still working on this.  

-Update on Insurance: waiting to hear back from the 

conference and insurance company as we received 

information about Workman’s Comp.  

-Budget: our income is not meeting our expenses.  

-Noisy Cans: Cancer research, Grace Place, Autism 

Awareness, WestCap Food Pantry,  

-Easter Community Event: We have some plastic eggs to 

donate, considering donating a bike or other basket items 

to the church for the event.  

-Lenten Services: we will provide soup, sandwiches and 

dessert for our services in Emerald.  

-Pastor’s update:  

​ -Ordination Interview: February 11th-12th.  

​ -Visa status: good until October, working on 

different options the current political climate may play a 

factor in this too. (Further discussion on views on 

deporting immigrants and how the church, parishioners, 

and bishop view this topic.) 

-Pastor on Vacation after his Ordination Interview 

February 18th-26th. Pastor Tim 715-702-2061 is the 

emergency contact and Rev. Paul will fill the pulpit.   

-Wisconsin Conference is in Middleton this year.  

-Sign up for reader’s: Debbie signed back up and Heather 

identified that maybe one of her kids would be interested. 

(Michael signed up). Still in need of more 

liturgists/readers.  

-Newsletter: If you have anything to put in the newsletter, 

inform Anitra or let Heather know. 

-Hot water heater: Thank you Dennis for fixing this and 

getting us hot water again.  

-Valentine’s Day Letters: We will do our annual 

Valentine’s Day surprise: If you know anyone in need of 

something to brighten their day please let us know  

ASAP.  

-Game Night: Abel would like to start up church game 

nights again. It was suggested to do a day time. 

-Mission update: Paul thanked our church for supporting 

Mujila Falls and continuing to find ways to support local 

missions too.  

-Financial reports passed as Paul and Dennis so moved 

and and seconded.  

Next Meeting: Thursday March 13th at 6:00pm.  

Ended in Prayer led by Pastor.  

 

Fun Day School Kids:   

We have started meeting again this year and currently 

studying the bible through games. Did you know that 

even the game of Life can provide us insight to some 

bible lessons. We discussed different passages such as 1 

Kings 3:4-15 when Solomon made wise choices and then 

played a board game. Join in every other Wednesday 

evening and learn a new board game and how it 

correlates with a bible verse or two.  

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE: Donations for children’s 

toys/activity books/etc were brought to Ronald 

McDonald’s House at Children’s in St. Paul. 

 

 
Community Events:  

Next Community Event will be the Saturday before 

Easter, Easter Egg hunt. 

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST: April 13th 9-1pm: come 

enjoy some delicious pancakes, eggs and sausages.  

(in need of volunteers to service / make breakfast, 

clean up, and get supplies) 

 

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK:  

Faith Family Church | Facebook 

Noisy Can–Cancer Research (In Memory of those we 

have lost and in honor of those battling)  

Send Offering to:Terri Wilson: 3127 200
th
 Ave 

   Glenwood City, WI 54013

https://www.facebook.com/wrpfumc/reviews/?ref=page_internal


 
Pastoral Letter Addressing the Plight of 
Migrants, Immigrants and Refugees in the US 
Epiphany 2025 
 
*This letter is an official statement by the 
Council of Bishops of The United Methodist 
Church. Some expressions have been adjusted 
for inclusivity. The original letter is available on 
the Wisconsin Conference website. 
  
Jesus said, “When you welcome the stranger, you 
welcome me….” Matthew 25:35 
 
At no time has the church in the US had a greater 
opportunity to welcome Jesus among us as he 
journeys with migrants, immigrants, and refugees 
than today. We, your bishops, are clear that the 
situation these beloved of God face as the *Current 
Administration comes to power threatens their 
humanity, livelihood, and basic human rights. 
  
For decades, a broken immigration system in the 
U.S. has kept migrants, immigrants and 
refugees in this country living in the shadows of 
society in a state of perpetual fear. They have come 
to the U.S. under forced circumstances fleeing 
extreme poverty, hunger, political and religious 
persecution, war, cartel and gang violence, and the 
severe impact of climate change. Some are actively 
recruited by large U.S. companies who need their 
labor. Yet migrants, immigrants and refugees help 
to sustain the U.S. economy, serve our families 
caring for our children and our elderly, cleaning our 
homes, landscaping our properties, building our 
roads and the houses we live in, and cultivating and 
picking the crops that feed our families. They are 
our neighbors, our friends, and members and 
pastors of our churches. 
  
Deplorably, racist, xenophobic, nationalistic, and 
anti-migrant hate speech has become standard 
rhetoric for many US politicians, *particularly in 
recent leadership transitions. He has stated that 
under his administration he will order the mass 
deportation of the 11 million undocumented 
migrants who live and work in the U.S. He has 
threatened to use military and law enforcement at 
all levels for this mass deportation. If allowed, this 
mass deportation of migrants will cause further 
racial profiling, the separation of families, the 
undermining of communities and congregations, 
the weakening of the economy of this country and 
its democratic systems of law and justice. *The 
Current Administration has also threatened to end 
birth-right citizenship, dismantle Refugee 
resettlement in this country and further strip away 
the possibility of the U.S. welcoming 
Asylum Seekers onto this land. 

  
We are living in a dark time that more than ever 
calls us to be the light of Christ, people of faith who 
take our baptismal vow to “resist evil in all its 
forms,” with utmost seriousness. 
  
As United Methodists we have firmly declared 
through our Social Principles that we are called to 
actively welcome the migrant, immigrant, and 
refugee among us. 
• Affirming the dignity, worth and rights of migrants, 
immigrants and refugees. 
• Recognizing that displaced people are particularly 
vulnerable as their in-between status 
often provides them with few protections and 
benefits, leaving them open to exploitation, 
violence and abuse. 
• Urging one another to welcome migrants, 
refugees, and immigrants into our congregations, 
providing concrete support, to them including help 
with navigating restrictive and often lengthy 
immigration policies, and assistance with securing 
food, housing, education, employment and other 
kinds of support. 
• Opposing all laws and policies that attempt to 
criminalize, dehumanize or punish 
displaced individuals and families based on their 
status as migrants, immigrants or 
refugees. 
• Decrying attempts to detain displaced people and 
hold them in inhumane and unsanitary 
conditions. 
• Challenging policies that call for the separation of 
families, especially parents and minor 
children. 
• Opposing the existence of for-profit detention 
centers that are used for the purpose of 
detaining migrants, immigrants, and refugees 
including minor children. 
  
(Social Principles of The United Methodist Church, 
The Political Community Basic Rights and 
Freedoms, Section G. Migrants, Immigrants and 
Refugees) 
  
We your bishops call upon the people of The 
United Methodist Church to pray for migrants, 
immigrants, and refugees among us and to 
welcome them with the fullness of Christian love, 
remembering that as we welcome these, our 
brothers, and sisters, we welcome Jesus our Lord. 
  
Bishop Tracy S. Malone 
President - Council of Bishops 
The United Methodist Church 
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The Willow River Parish United Methodist Churches 
Parish Office Phone:  715-263-2700 
E-Mail: willowriverparish@gmail.com 
Website:  www.willowriverparish.org 

  
Willow River Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/Willow-River-Parish-103076225619623/ 
  

Hakki Min, Pastor 
Office Hours:  Tues-Friday 9-11 am 

 
Anitra Kaczmarski, Parish Secretary 

Email:  wrpsecretary@gmail.com 
  

Amanda Millermon, Parish Treasurer 
Email:  WRParishconnect@gmail.com 

 
 
  

Sunday Worship 
8:30 a.m. – Faith Family (also Zoom)​    9:45 a.m. – Deer Park 

11:00 a.m. – Clear Lake 
  

Church School @ Faith Family & Clear Lake 
“Fun Day” School– Alternate Wednesdays 7 pm @ Faith Family 

Bible in a Binder Sundays @ Clear Lake 
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	https://www.facebook.com/Willow-River-Parish-103076225619623/. Please send any information you would like posted to Heather Greene mr.mrs.greene5@gmail.com or Gail Kuhl kuhlg@cltcomm.net 
	Love for our Troops: This year we are sending gift cards, which will be included in a thank-you card. Monetary donations would be appreciated to cover the cost of the items and postage. If you know someone who is in the service call Linda Jurisch, 715-263-2288. These personnel should be from the Clear Lake, Clayton, Reeve, Forest and Deer Park areas.  Please send donations during Jan & Feb to: LouAnn Hansen, 471 7th Avenue, Clear Lake, WI  54005.  Checks can be made out to VFW Auxiliary. 
	 
	Ruby’s Pantry distributes food at Pop-Up Pantry locations across MN & WI. There is no income or residency requirement and for a $25 bundle donation you will receive an abundance of groceries. One food distribution will take place February 8th in the SMC LTD parking lot at 9000 Griffin Street E in Amery. This is a drive-thru distribution from 7:30 am to 9:00 am. Volunteers are greatly appreciated and should arrive at 6:45 am. If you would like to volunteer or if you would like more information, please contact 715-268-7390 or email office.ameryucc@gmail.com. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	WORSHIP MINISTRIES 
	 
	Clear Lake UMC News 
	 
	________________________________________Shop with RaiseRight (formerly Scrip):  If you want to place a Raise Right order, please contact Andrea Jilek 263-2575.  Nilssen's gift cards can be ordered at any time, too. 
	 
	Clear Lake Church Cancellations: Winter is fast approaching; in the event of bad weather, please contact Roger Blanchard 715-263-2690 or 715-607-4246 to find out if worship services are canceled. 
	 
	Clear Lake Sunday School is trying something new this year- "Bible in a Binder”, Kids can come into church and grab a binder and work on it after the children’s sermon. The scripture for the day will be reinforced with what they find in the binder. 
	CL  MIA (Methodists In Action) 
	 Dorcas Piecemakers Work Days: On Monday, February 3rd we will meet at Irma’s for lunch at noon and then sew from 1-3. On Monday, February 17th we will meet from 1:00 -3:00 to sew. All are welcome to join us! 
	_________________________________________ 
	Bell Choir: Back at practice now for spring concert and CL Community Center music night opening act in June. 
	 
	Family House Shelter-Polk/Barron News 
	  
	 
	CL UMC January Ad Council Minutes 
	  

